Awards Committee
2023 Prairie Conservation and Endangered Species Conference

To whom it may concern,

We would like to nominate Paul Jones for the Alberta Prairie Conservation Award. Paul has been a senior
biologist for Alberta Conservation Association (ACA) since 1998. Paul is the lead author of 12 journal articles
and co-author for 15 additional articles, books, book chapters, technical reports, and conference proceedings,
which have been cited over 419 times. Paul is one of the leading international authorities on pronghorn
migration and fence ecology, but his research has also contributed to species at risk management, native prairie
restoration, and private landowner engagement in voluntary conservation programs. The focus of Paul’s
current work is the assessment of habitat connectivity and the role of fences, as well as the evaluation of
modifications to make fences more permeable to pronghorn and other ungulate species. Recently Paul has
submitted a manuscript quantifying the impacts of roadways on pronghorn movement and migration and a
pronghorn book chapter for Rangeland Wildlife Ecology and Conservation. In 2022, he was also a Guest
Associate Editor for the journal, Frontiers in Conservation Science, for a research topic on Fence Ecology.

Paul is committed to a landscape-level, transboundary approach to species management and conservation that
has extended throughout the Canadian prairies and many U.S. states within the sagebrush steppe. Paul’s
devotion to ensuring projects are science-based but have a practical application that resonates with private
landowners and resource users is what sets him apart. In 2001-2002, Paul was one of the primary contributors
in the development of the MULTISAR Project. This set into motion several partnerships and collaborations,
resulting in one of the most successful stewardship programs in Alberta which after 20 years has collaborated
with over 175 landowners on over 900,000 acres. Paul has also led citizen-science initiatives, including the
Pronghorn Xing app used to record data on pronghorn road use and mortality, as well as the ABHuntLog app
which shares hunter observations to estimate population trends of harvestable species. He served as chair of the
international pronghorn management guide committee and was awarded two Special Recognition awards at the
WAFWA Biennial Pronghorn Workshop in 2016. One of Paul’s proudest accomplishments was pioneering the
smooth wire approach on the bottom strands of fences to facilitate pronghorn movement, which has become
standard practice in most jurisdictions throughout the pronghorn’s range, and he recently coordinated the
development of the Alberta Landholder’s Guide to Wildlife Friendly Fencing.

Paul has spread awareness about pronghorn management and native prairie and species at risk conservation
through his presentations at numerous conferences and events and has been featured in interviews and
documentaries in Canada and the U.S. Paul organized the ACA Speaker Series for Writing on Stone and
Beauvais Provincial Parks, the Wildlife in the Wind Speaker Series in Lethbridge, and the ACA Friday Night
Speaker Series to encourage the public’s passion for wildlife. He was also instrumental in planning and
organizing both the Deer and Elk and the Western Black Bear workshops held in Alberta in 2015. Paul’s
contributions to wildlife management and conservation are further amplified through his devotion towards
mentorship. Over the years Paul has shared his vast knowledge of study design, statistical analysis, GIS, and
scientific writing with countless colleagues, graduate students, and coworkers. Paul also served as a member of
the adjudication committee for ACA’s Grant Eligible Conservation Fund.

Paul is in every sense a collaborator and extremely humble about his work. He will always defer his success
and accomplishments to the many people he has worked alongside but we feel his influence on wildlife
conservation has been undeniable and he truly brings out the best in everyone around him. This letter
highlights some of the many reasons we feel Paul Jones deserves recognition for the Prairie Conservation
Award.

Sincerely,
The Staff of the Alberta Conservation Association
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RESEARCH INTERESTS

Pronghorn, Mule Deer, White-tailed Deer, Elk, Species at Risk, Native Prairie Conservation,
Fence Ecology, Prairie Fragmentation and Connectivity

EDUCATION

MA in Science, 1997 — UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA, Edmonton, AB
BA in Science, 1993 — UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE, Lethbridge, AB

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Senior Biologist, Wildlife Program — Alberta Conservation Association, 1998-present
RESEARCH / FIELD WORK EXPERIENCE

e Pronghorn Project, 2007 — 2021

e Grizzly Bear Population Inventory BMAS5, 2015 — 2016
e Sharp-tailed Grouse Habitat Program, 1995 — 1998

e Native Prairie Stewardship Program, 1997 — 2002

e Sage Grouse Recovery, 2010 — 2011

e Western Blue Flag Stewardship Program, 2001 - 2005
e MULTISAR, 2000 - 2021
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Burkholder, E. N., Jakes, A. F., Jones, P. F., Hebblewhite, M., & Bishop, C. J. (2018). To jump
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https://doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21485.

Jakes, A. F., Jones, P. F., Paige, L. C., Seidler, R. G., & Huijser, M. P. (2018). A fence runs
through it: A call for greater attention to the influence of fences on wildlife and
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2008/EvaluatingSurvivalDemography.pdf

Joly, K., Gurarie, E., Sorum, M. S., Kaczensky, P., Cameron, M. D., Jakes, A. F., ...
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(2020). Prioritizing human safety and multispecies connectivity across a regional road
network. Conservation Science and Practice, €327, 1-15.
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PAST AND CURRENT MEMBERSHIPS / AFFILIATIONS

The Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife Society

Speaker Series, Writing-on-Stone Provincial Park

Speaker Series, Beauvais Provincial Park

Wildlife in the Wind Speaker Series Committee, Lethbridge Alberta

Special Recognition Award Recipient, 27" Biennial Pronghorn Workshop, Montana
Guest Editor, Frontiers in Conservation Science, fence ecology research topic



